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A Critical Essay Based On the Title “A Pair of Tickets” By Amy Tan
Narrator’s View about Her Father in Various Written Settings
The author's view about her father changes in the various settings of the written piece by Amy Tan. First, we see narrator viewing her father as a young and innocent individual as he approaches her home.  "…we are going to Guangzhou my seventy-two-year-old father, Canning Woo, and I, where we will visit his aunt, whom he has not seen since he was ten years old" (Tan 166). Thus stating that he had left his homeland at a very tender age. We also see the narrator perceiving her father as an emotional individual. "for the first time I ever I can remember, my father has tears in his eyes, and all he seeing out the train window is sectioned field of yellow-green and an ox-driven cart”(Tan 167). This painted a picture in the mind of the narrator'sfather; of the productive agricultural activities he missed doing while at home 
The narrator views her father as a caring and concern individual. "and the letter had broken my father’s heart so much these daughters calling my mother from another life he never knew that she gave auntie Lindo to reply"(Tan 166)  at this juncture the narrator's father had just realized that the lost daughters of her deceased wife were found. In order not to kill the spirit of the girls, she compelled Aunty Lindo to reply on behave of her wife (Mussari 52). Moreover, the narrator will perceive her father as a social and hilarious person. “Look at you! You look so old. Look how old you have become!"(Tan 171) this is after exchanging heartfelt pleasantries with her aunty Aiyi upon arrival at the train station.
The narrator views his father as a wise man. “Now Aiyi beams and points at Polaroid picture my father. He had wisely sent pictures when he wrote they were coming"(Tan 171). This act of wisdom was just for identification purposes at the train station as it had been a long time before they had met physically. The narrator also noted that his father was culturally conservative." Aiyi and my father speak the Mandarin dialect from their childhood. Still, the rest of the family speaks only Cantonese” (Tan 171). This example convinces the narrator that his father never forgot his native culture even after living for a long time in the United States. It acted as a mark of identity of his root and place of origin (Adams 29). It is the only thing that he could not let go even after all those years living away from his original home. 
Instances of a charming and hospitable father are also witnessed. “This is what they want to say, my father. So it is decided: we are going to dine tonight in our room together as a family” (Tan 174). It is vividly illustrated that the narrator's father valued family moments together, especially during meal times. He would ensure that every member was available during meals so that they could eat as a family (Adams 19). It also acted as a symbol of unity and strong bond. The other admirable quality that can be perceived by the narrator’s father was that he was precise and straight to the point. “Naturally, I did not discuss her daughters gets lost with her as it happened when the Japanese took over Kweilin” (Tan 174). Without a doubt, he was a man who was not beating around the bush while discussing the cause of her daughters in law getting lost.
The narrator’s father can surely be viewed as a brilliant and creative individual. “Your name also special, “Jing, like excellent jing, Not just good, it’s something pure, essential, the best quality. Jing is good leftover stuff when you take impurities out of something like gold or rice” (Tan 176). Indeed the epic intelligence of this man cannot be put into question even as the way he named his children was unique. Lastly, we can perceive the narrator's father as a faithful man.“Your mother and I stayed in China until 1947. We went to many different cites- back to Kweilin to Changash always out of pin corner of her eye for the twin babies."(Tan 178). This indicated that the man was dedicated to helping his wife find her lost children. He had been a family man for all his life and this proved that he was indeed a person who could be depended upon. 
Effects of the Narrators View of Her Father’s Character to the Family
[bookmark: _GoBack]The narrator's view about the changing character of her father, in the piece by Amy Tan, had a positive effect on the whole family. Firstly the father’s trait of being caring and charming brought about harmony in the family. All the members of the said family felt they were loved. We also witness that new character traits among the family members sprouted, as the alleged introverts like the narrator's father became an extrovert upon meeting up with her aunt Aiyi (Mussari 74).
The aspect of maintaining our native cultural heritage was also championed upon in that family. This is evident as the narrator felt challenged that she could not speak in Mandarin dialect like his father and Aunty Aiyi; hence she felt the urge to study Chinese culture deeply. The narrator’s father's style of naming their children also created inquisitive gestures in the family that lead to healthy discussions.
The act of faithfulness and selflessness portrayed by the father's character was excellent teaching to the family members. This is showcased as the narrator’s father was ready to support her wife in pursuit of her lost children. This encouraged the narrator to face her stepsisters and tell them the truth about their mother, who was dead (Adams 86). Lastly, the aspect of care for other people’s emotions and feelings was also witnessed. This is vividly illustrated when the narrator’s father compelled Aunty Lindo to reply to the letter of the girls in Shanghai. They were eagerly waiting to see their mum, who they only viewed in a picture. For this reason, the narrator prepares herself psychologically on how she will approach her stepsisters. The hardest part was to disclose the current status of their mother, which fortunately they handed with immense maturity, and they were welcomed to the narrator’s family tree.
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